Foundations: Laying the Groundwork for
Bilateral Reflection and Reimagination
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As one whose own first involvement in Japan-US
relations was under the auspices of the Japan-America
Student Conference in 1939, | can tell you honestly that
it was one of my formative events of my lifetime.
Having stood in your shoes more than fifty years ago, |
sincerely hope that you will take full advantage of your
participation in JASC.

NV = A FowIvIir—K
(AT AYALREAHEE - 1951 5% )

| had have little opportunity, in the post-war
period, to meet and exchange views informally with
Japanese people. The Japan-America Student
Conference provided that opportunity, and from it
came many valuable new perspectives on Japanese

“I became a different person from my experiences at the Japan-America Student
Conference; more interested in public and national and international affairs and

C u l t u r e a n d S O C i e t y i l t W as al s 0 at t h at t i m e t h at m y in grasping every chance to participate in new and challenging activities.”

-US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, JASC 1951 Delegate

interest was awakened in Japanese artistic and
aesthetic traditions, and appreciation which remains
with me to this day.
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The global dynamic, whether it be political, social, or economic, has
changed greatly over the past 75 years. From economic crises to natural
disasters, every past and present challenge has shaped the relationships
that form the global community that we have today.
The 75th Japan-America Student Conference will be a milestone in the
cherished history of JASC and the US-Japan relationship. What once was
a response to a deteriorating relationship has become the longest-
running exchange between the US and Japan and empowered generations
of leaders with the knowledge and skills to maintain and further this
strong bilateral relationship.
As we approach this milestone, let us take a moment to step back and
reflect on the roots of this long standing relationship. Our theme,
“Foundations: Laying the Groundwork for Bilateral Reflection and
Reimagination,” embraces the importance of reflection as we form the
future of the US-Japan relationship in a dynamic and ever-changing
global society. To maintain peace and prosperity while making the
advances necessary to face future challenges, it is imperative the US and
Japan continue to develop their relationship.
JASC75 is an opportunity for participants to reflect and reconnect with
the foundations and roots of the bilateral relationship while embracing
current challenges in advancing the relationship between Japan and the
US to one that adapts to the demands of modern society and promotes
further collaboration and cooperation for the next 75 years to come.
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For me, JASC’ s value lies in the social connections it fosters.
The conference is reputed for its challenging roundtable
discussions, its trips to prestigious cultural and corporate
institutions, its final forms wherein students receive expert
feedback on their collective findings, and the well-connected
alumni network that makes many of these experiences possible.
Through these experiences, | both reevaluated and fortified my
worldviews, connected with potential employers, and learned how
to meaningfully communicate across barriers of language and
culture. What | cherished most about JASC was the chance to
recognize my shared humanity with others through these common
experiences. My daily interactions with other delegates made me
more aware of my attitudes and actions, and more sensitive to the
effects they have on others. These lessons are, in my opinion, some
of the most valuable | will learn in my lifetime. | may not have been
Amherst College prompted to transform mere awareness and sensitivity into socially
Olivia DOY'B responsible action if | hadn’ t faced unique and unfamiliar
situations with other JASCers each day. | hope that JASC continues
to diversify so that future applicants can overcome even greater
misunderstandings through vulnerable conversation and
intellectual exchange.

74th delegate
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