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# In this globalized era, cooperation among international powers in the pursuit
' of peace is becoming ever more important. Issuessuch as North Korea’s nucle-
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ar development, China’s vast economic and military advancement, and territo-
rial disputes require policy attention. The continued deterioration of the envi-

| ronment through greenhouse gas emissions, deforestation, and'nuclear radia-
| tion among others calls for close collaboration. While the advancement of |

technology has augmented efficiency in various aspect of our lives, it has also

' challenged the traditional human experience. Furthermore, the increasing
- movement of people across borders raises questions not enly about a coun-
__ try’simmigration policy, but also the people’s identity. Art, education, and the
 moral codes of a country help define its citizens. Yet what happens when

different cultures clash?

| The Japan-America Student Conference aims to provide a platform in which

students from both countries can come together for one month to discuss
these pressing world affairs and to foster life-long friendships that anchor

| their countries’ alliance. Personally, coming to JASC was one of the best deci-
.. sions I had made in my life thus far. JASC has taught me the importance of
& open dialogue despite differences and the danger of generalizing a group of
# people. By actively discussing with other delegates these problems that were
| bigger than ourselves, we learned to think critically, debate constructively,

and act accordingly, all for a peaceful future together.
I welcome you to embark on this life-changing journey with us in the 66th
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' 1 had had little opportunity, in this post-war period, to meet and
. exchange views informally with Japanese people. The
| Japan-America Student Conference provided that opportunity,
| and from it came many valuable new perspectives on Japanese
| culture and society. It was also at that time that my interest was
awakened in Japanese artistic and aesthetic traditions, and appre-
. ciation which remains with me to this day.
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As one whose own first involvement in Japan-US. relations was
under the auspices of the Japan-America Student Conference in
1939, I can tell you honestly that it was one of the formative events
of my lifetime. Having stood in your shoes more than fifty years ago,
I sincerely hope that you will take full advantage of your participa-
tion in the JASC.
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